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WORDS BY VERONICA JACKSON-SMITH (TBA Executive/Marketing)

THOROUGHBRED BREEDERS
DELEGATION TO SOUTH AFRICA

THE TRIP was organised by the WA Thoroughbred
Breeders Association and advertised to members a total of
16 people participated including two Board Members of
TBA.

Strategies

As a result of previous marketing visits by the executive
South African buying has increased dramatically during the
last three years and Australian horses are really starting to
show results.

Although South Africa has a healthy breeding industry
of its own because of African horse sickness it is difpcult
for them to export their mares to other international
stallions because of quarantine protocols and it is therefore
necessary for them to buy from overseas to mix their
bloodlines. Our aim is to increase this buying and expand
our client base.

With the assistance of Mick Goss owner of South
Africa’s internationally famous Summerhill Stud, Peter
Gibson, CEO of Racing South Africa, Peter Gadshy
Chairman of the SAJA the delegation met a variety of
new potential buyers.

Itinerary
Day 1

e Depart Perth Airport Thursday 5 July - arrive
Johannesburg, depart Jo’burg for Durban arriving 0910.

« Organise transport for remaining 12 of the party for the
following day.

e Afternoon meeting with Chips and Elma Pennells
prominent buyers of Australian horses.

Day 2

e Meet remainder of group, transfer to hotel and organise
accommodation.

e Afternoon of rest for the Group. VIS to meet with
owner Johan Meyer.

e Group dinner.

South Africa has been targeted by Australian breeders as a
potentially lucrative market for yearlings and this particular
mission was an opportunity for the Thoroughbred Breeders
Australia (TBA) to identify potential clients and their needs
and establish a rapport and exchange of information on all
matters connected with the horse breeding industry.

AUSTRALIA

Day 3

Transport by coach to KZN Yearling Sales at the Sibaya
Complex. Group spent the day at the Sales meeting with
all major breeders, trainers and buyers.

Day 4

Transfer to the famous July race meeting - South
Africa’s equivalent to the Melbourne Cup.
Opportunity to meet numerous potential clients and
exchange contact details.

Day 5

Transfer to Summerhill Stud at Mooi River. Group
received personal invitations to Summerhill’s annual
stallion parade. Clientele included African Royalty,
representatives from the Sheik’s of Dubai and many
South African prominent horse owners and dignitaries.
The group stayed at Summerhill.

Day 6

By coach to trainer Michael Robert’s training
establishment, Barrington Farm, to see facilities and
Australian horses in training. Michael Roberts is a hero
in South Africa, he was Champion jockey 9 years in
succession and the prst South Africa jockey to win the
premiership in the UK. He has set up a multi million
dollar training establishment and has been to Western
Australia to buy three years in succession. One of his
most successful purchases being Silver Empire voted
KZN 3yo Filly of the Year.

The delegation then went on to the Summerveld Horse
Training Centre to meet more training and guests for
lunch at the Jockey Academy.

After lunch and a tour the group drove another 2 hours
to Amberley Stud where prominent journalist and
horse-breaker Jane Trotter showed us the current group
of Australian horses under her care.






